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Prelude:
Create in me a clean heart
Scripture reading:  

Proverbs 12:22 The Lord hates liars
Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.

Exodus 20:16 and Deuteronomy 5:20
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Congregationals:     Spirit of the Lord 
                                   Create In  Me
Drama or Video:     TBD
Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Credibility is an important attribute to have. Once you lose this it is very, very difficult to get back. Liars have this problem. Some know it and don’t care.
The Bible speaks specifically about truth telling. First our Creator is the truth (John 14:6).

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
God desires that we live by the truth (John 3:21) But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
That we put away falsehood. Ephesians 4:25 and worship God in spirit and truth (John 4:23,24).

Friend, we are all capable of telling the truth or telling lies.
Yes I said lying!

Act 5:3 The devil tempted Ananias a Christian to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land that was sold. 
Let’s read Acts 5:1-11

Ac:5:1: But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

Ac:5:2: And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

Ac:5:3: But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

Ac:5:4: Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

Ac:5:5: And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

Ac:5:6: And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

Ac:5:7: And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in.

Ac:5:8: And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much.

Ac:5:9: Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out.

Ac:5:10: Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.

Ac:5:11: And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.

He paid a heavy price for his lie. He fell down and died after the inquiry from Peter.

Three hours later his wife came in and lied to Peter and the same thing happened to her. She fell down and died.

Lying is not worth the consequences.
Examples of Lies that hurt:

• People lying causing many to lose their retirement funds.

• Cheating Spouse lying about Activities.

• Lying to family about financial situation.

• Singles dating and lying to one another or being lied to regarding commitment.

Examples of small lies:
• Lying about how food taste after your spouse made a bad tasting meal
• Lying about how a spouse or friend looks in an article of clothing after they ask for your opinion.
• Stretching the truth on a resume.

• Lying to parents regarding a bad thing you have done.

History:
Adam and Eve were deceived by the lie of the devil.
History is loaded with countless lies being said. More recently and more publicly known is one between former President Clinton regarding activity between him and Monica. 

Politicians who promise not to raise taxes prior to obtaining political office yet raise taxes when they are voted in. 
A prominent coach being hired for a prestigious coaching position yet caught lying on his resume.
Cheating spouse is caught and lies about an affair. 

In fact there was a popular song that came out where this is portrayed and he lies and sings it wasn’t me.

A kid or adult steals something yet when confronted lies and say that they did not take the item.
Question: 

Is a lie a Lie?

Answer:
Of course, the Bible clearly gives examples of it being wrong. In fact it states that the father of the lie is Satan the devil.
Action Steps:

• Believe what the Bible says about truth telling. That the truth will set you free John 8:32

  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

  It is liberating! Freeing! One way is that you won’t have to try to remember all the 
  Stories you told, juggling to keep them straight.
• Determine not to be like the devil. John8:44 says that no truth is in the devil and that the devil is the father of lies. Choose truth telling.
• Fix thoughts on what is true (Philippians 4:8)
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever  things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
• Remember the Lord hates liars.
• Don’t speak if a lie or non truth is about to come out of your mouth. 

  Don’t say anything. In this case less is better!
If you do lie you should feel remorse and repent of it. Confess to the Lord apologizing to Him for doing so. Confide in the Lord and or someone close to you to seek guidance.

In some cases you will need to go to the individual you lied to so as to apologize and ask for forgiveness. Let God lead you in this process…

Remember that the Lord hates liars. Deal in truth so as to be a delight to our great God!
Conclusion:
Seek after Truth. A lie is a lie. Read the Bible to learn more about the God of truth. Ask him to transform you into a truth teller. Ask him to give you a heart like Jesus Christ.

You can answer questions in truth and in love. Be careful how you answer if you have a habit of being abrasive or course in your delivery.
Let’s stand for closing prayer.

Scripture References:

John 8:44
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Proverbs 24:28
Be not a witness against thy neighbor without cause; and deceive not with thy lips.

Colossians 3:9
Col:3:9: Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

Exodus 23:1
Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.

Psalm 26:4
I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.
Exodus 20:16
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Deuteronomy 5:20
Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Revelation 2:2
I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars

Proverbs 14:25

Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall choose:
Matthew 5:11

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

Matthew 15:19

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies:
Numbers 23:19

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it?  or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?
Titus 1:2 
In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;
John 1:10

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
Psalm 55:23 Liars die young
But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee.
Revelation 21:8 Liars headed for hell
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Proverbs 12:22 The Lord hates liars
Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.

Psalm 120:2 Lord, rescue me from liars
Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.
Acts 5:3 Satan tempts believer to lie
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
